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Hello everyone and welcome to September’s study podcast! My name is Eddie 

Law. 

 

This month, we will study Ikeda Sensei’s lecture entitled “Engaging in Dialogues of 

Hope to Bring Happiness and Peace to All People”. Through passages from “On 

Establishing the Correct Teaching for the Peace of the Land,” we will learn that 

people are seeking a philosophy that will lead to genuine happiness. Together, we will 

explore how the power of dialogue expands a network of good and creates a world of 

harmony and peaceful coexistence.  

 

The original aim of Buddhism and true enlightenment is taking action for the 

happiness of all people. Spreading the teaching of the Lotus Sutra which actualizes 

this wish—is the ultimate purpose for the Buddha appearing in this world. In the 

Latter Day of the Law Nichiren Daishonin carried on this same vow, widely spreading 

the Mystic Law to lead all people to enlightenment.  

 

The securing of happiness and peace for all people is transforming the troubled world 

into a Buddha land. This is the true essence of “establishing the correct teaching for 

the peace of the land.” 

 

Let’s look at the background of this writing. 

 

A series of disasters culminating in the great earthquake of the Kamakura area in 

Japan in August 1257, spurred the Daishonin to write “On Establishing the Correct 

Teaching for the Peace of the Land.” The Daishonin’s earnest wish was to free people 

from suffering. He was determined to clarify the fundamental cause of people’s 

misery and set forth how people could eradicate such suffering.  

 

“Establishing the correct teaching” means establishing the principles of respect for 

human dignity and life as taught in the Lotus Sutra and making them the core of our 
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life philosophy. “The peace of the land” is our goal of actualizing a Buddha land and 

building a realm of happiness and peace for all people.  

 

The Daishonin concluded that the fundamental cause of the turmoil was slander of the 

Law, or the rejection of the Lotus Sutra that teaches respect for life and all human 

beings. He was convinced that the only solution was to firmly establish the correct 

Buddhist teaching in the heart of each person that could serve as the pillar 

underpinning society. The Daishonin doesn’t demand that the country’s rulers 

abandon all teachings except for the Lotus Sutra.  

 

Sensei explains that the Lotus Sutra is a teaching that sees the Buddha nature within 

each person’s life. We respect any other system of thought that teaches the dignity of 

life, but we can never accept a philosophy that denies the dignity of life. This is the 

true spirit of tolerance and compassion. 

 

The Gosho “On Establishing the Correct Teaching for the Peace of the Land” is 

written in a dialogue format between a host and a guest, consisting of 10 questions 

from the guest and 9 responses from the host. In this installment, Sensei focuses on 

parts 9 and 10. In this portion, the guest finally accepts the host’s idea of “establishing 

the correct teaching for the peace of the land”, discards erroneous teachings and seeks 

the correct teaching of Buddhism. 

 

In response to this, the Daishonin stresses two points to the guest: war must be 

prevented at all costs and immediate action is required. 

 

The first Gosho passage Sensei selected illustrates this point. 

 

[The host said:] Emperors and kings have their foundation in the 

state and bring peace and order to the age; ministers and 

commoners hold possession of their fields and gardens and supply 

the needs of the world. But if marauders come from other regions to 

invade the nation, or if revolt breaks out within the domain and 

people’s lands are seized and plundered, how can there be anything 

but terror and confusion? If the nation is destroyed and people’s 

homes are wiped out, then where can one flee for safety? If you care 

anything about your personal security, you should first of all pray 

for order and tranquility throughout the four quarters of the land, 

should you not? (WND-1, 24) 
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The Daishonin’s effort to “establish the correct teaching for the peace of the land” was 

a struggle against fundamental evil that rejects the attainment of enlightenment by all 

people.  

 

The Daishonin teaches that a fundamental revolution of our innermost state of mind is 

the way people can free themselves from the chains of misfortune and bring peace and 

security to society. In the Gosho passage, the Daishonin declares that if we are 

concerned about our own safety and security, we should first pray for peace and safety 

of society. These are not only words for the nation’s rulers but also for those of us 

today.  

 

Our fundamental purpose and direction in life is determined by whether we are guided 

by egoism, which seeks personal happiness at the expense of others, or by 

compassion, which seeks the welfare of both ourselves and others. 

The focus is on the human revolution in a single individual.  

 

When we transform our hearts and minds, we should base them on “The single good 

doctrine” which is the ultimate good taught in the Lotus Sutra—the principle that all 

people can bring forth their inherent Buddha nature and attain enlightenment. Now, 

we move on to the second Gosho passage. 

 

When we examine this wide variety of sutras, we find that they all 

stress how grave a matter it is to slander the correct teaching. How 

pitiful that people should all go out of the gate of the correct teaching 

and enter so deep into the prison of these distorted doctrines! How 

stupid that they should fall one after another into the snares of these 

evil doctrines and remain for so long entangled in this net of 

slanderous teachings! They lose their way in these mists and 

miasmas, and sink down amid the raging flames of hell. How could 

one not grieve? How could one not suffer? 

 Therefore, you must quickly reform the tenets that you hold in 

your heart and embrace the one true vehicle, the single good doctrine 

[of the Lotus Sutra]. If you do so, then the threefold world will 

become the Buddha land, and how could a Buddha land ever decline? 

The regions in the ten directions will all become treasure realms, and 

how could a treasure realm ever suffer harm? If you live in a country 

that knows no decline or diminution, in a land that suffers no harm or 

disruption, then your body will find peace and security, and your 

mind will be calm and untroubled. You must believe my words; heed 
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what I say! (WND-1, 25) 

 

In relation to this passage, Ikeda Sensei discusses Mr. Makiguchi, the first Soka 

Gakkai president. Mr. Makiguchi was deeply impressed by this treatise.  

 

He believed that the sole purpose for religion’s existence is to work for the happiness 

of humanity and make the world a better place. Mr. Makiguchi stood up courageously 

during World War II to remonstrate against the Japanese militarist government. He 

continued to fight for the happiness of the people even though he was imprisoned, 

ultimately dying for his beliefs. 

 

Second Soka Gakkai President Josei Toda, fully prepared to struggle with the 

authority, vowed to rebuild the Soka Gakkai and the movement for kosen-rufu in 

postwar Japan. President Ikeda first encountered Mr. Toda at a discussion meeting 

lecturing on “On Establishing the Correct Teaching for the Peace of the Land.”  

 

Based on the shared vow of mentor and disciple, the three founding presidents have 

all dedicated their lives to the struggle of “establishing the correct teaching for the 

peace of the land” for the sake of people’s happiness and to free all from misery and 

suffering.  

 

The name Soka, which emerged from discussions between Mr. Makiguchi and Mr. Toda, 

means “value creation.” This highlights the question of what value we strive to create. 

We encourage suffering individuals to base their lives on the sound philosophy of the 

Mystic Law, to realize peace and security for all people and the world. Both the 

practice of “establishing the correct teaching” and the mission of actualizing the 

“peace of the land” are encompassed in this spirit of Soka, or value creation—a spirit 

that treasures each individual and is dedicated to one-to-one dialogue. Buddhism 

affirms the power of dialogue. “Establishing the correct teaching for the peace of the 

land” is the same as working for world peace.  

 

Let us continue to expand our network for good through peaceful means of dialogue. 

Dialogues have the power to revitalize others and awaken them to their inner 

potential, and are imbued with courage, conviction and the cause for victory. This will 

build an age of people through the power of faith in human beings. 

 

This is the end of the podcast. I would like to remind everyone of the SGI Canada 

Introductory Study Exam on Sunday, October 25. Registrations for the exam are still 

open to all members and interested friends who have not yet taken an SGI Canada 
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study exam, and to those who have not yet passed the Introductory Exam. Also, our 

2026 goal is to achieve 20,000 dialogues and 2 billion daimoku. Please remember to 

record your dialogues and daimoku at the SGI Canada portal www.sgicanada.org. 

Thank you very much for your long attention. 

 

http://www.sgicanada.org/

